GERMANY   THE   AGGHESSOB
Leopold II (who succeeded his brother Joseph in
1790), in which he completely subordinated Prussian
policy to that of Austria (1790-92).
The consequence of these injudicious undertakings
was that when, in 1792, the French warmongers of
the Gironde compelled the unhappy Louis XVI to
declare war on Austria, Prussia found herself, much
against her will, dragged in.   Her half-hearted inter-
vention in the Revolutionary War was disastrous
both to Louis XVI and to herself.   Her army still
enjoyed the prestige which Frederick the Great had
conferred upon it.   It was regarded as the finest in
Europe.    When, therefore, 42,000 Prussians under
the Duke of Brunswick  (brother-in-law to King
George in of Great Britain)  crossed the Rhine,
captured  Verdun,   and  advanced   to   Valmy,   the
general opinion in Europe was that the doom of the
French Revolutionaries was sealed.    This opinion
was confirmed by the terms of a manifesto which
Brunswick issued.    It may well have served as a
model for the Hider-Goebbels proclamations of more
recent times.   It breathed threatenings and skughter
against the French rebels;   ordered them to submit
to the authority of their lawful king; and announced
that any injury inflicted upon either him or his family
would be followed by the total destruction of Paris.
The manifesto was mere bluff.   He had no inten-
tion of doing any serious fighting.   All the same it
was fatal to Louis XVI.   The French were not cowed
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